[From "L'Espresso" 08/11/2005 – pages 61-62]
 „ A prisoner waiting to be prosecuted”

Carlo Parlanti is held prisoner in a small confined guardhouse in the American jail of Ventura, CA, since the 3rd of June 2005. Although the prisoner is diagnosed with a severe case of both asthma and tuberculosis, he still suffers a greater deal with accusations of a three-fold charge. Having kidnapped, beaten and raped his former girlfriend Rebecca McKay White in year 2002, is enough to have him risk, in the event of a conviction, up to a 25 year life sentence in the United States. "The whole shebang without any evidence", protests his lawyer Carlo Bulgheroni. "Still worse: without the victim having officially charged him by signing official papers. And without US authorities having done a proper investigation". 
Although this may sound absurd to the reader, this story does not fail to share minor details. Let’s begin with the case that took place a few months ago, between the Italian Ministry of Justice and the Attorney of Milan. Or actually why don’t we discuss the way Mr. Parlanti, a successful programmer, age 40, was arrested and incarcerated after a random search in the Düsseldorf airport?  Mr. Parlanti was later to discover that an international arrest warrant sent by the USA was pending on him. It's an unpredictable end to a normal life. Petty bourgeois origins in Montecatini, Tuscany, attended a scientific high school, later joined the faculty of Physics in Pisa, and finally served as a lieutenant in the army. During the late 1980s, Carlo moved to Milan were he was employed as the "System Analyst and Project Manager" for Nestlé Italia. His previous girlfriend, Katie Anedda, claims that Carlo was always in-between Switzerland, the U.K. and the U.S.A during this period of time. When he reconsidered a job offer from JD Edwards, a company he was already working for, he started to reconsider moving to the U.S.
He fulfilled his dream in 1996. Thanks to his rich curriculum he was hired for a job at Dole, a leading food company in America. A four year period of earnestness, he successfully maintains a financial income, gratifications and affords a lovely house in Salinas near Monterrey.  However his deadly passion, a never ending list of flirtations and affairs lead him to his final state of misery. His lawyer, Mr. Bulgheroni, states “he had an affair with his analyst, Sandra Hollyingworth. She did not hesitate to violate her professional code of ethics, but when Carlo got tired of her and decided to leave, she reported him to the authorities.”  According to Bulgheroni, Carlo was kept under strict police surveillance ever since. Yet, this had not triggered a cure for his illness, Carlo continued to date women. Rebecca White, age 44, was his last affair, the lady responsible for his imprisonment. 
The facts trail back to June 29th 2002, where it took place in Thousand Oaks’ house, Ventura County, where Rebecca decides to shack with Carlo. A night like many others in their relationship, on a constant verge between erotic appeal, it often drags them to intense sex and her discomfort to a man she recognises to be unfaithful. According to Rebecca’s version of the story “things took a bad turn”. John Reilly reports, “Parlanti drinks two bottles of wine and gets violent with his partner. He slams her head against the wall and tries to choke her. Then he kicks her repeatedly and drags her to the bathroom where he strip her naked, ties her up with plastic strips and penetrates her against her will.” “This occurred twice.” claims Rebecca, although she kept begging him to stop.
After this there was a 48 hour blackout in the document, no one knew what happened during this time period. The detective’s account forwards to July 2nd, Parlanti comes in for work, while Rebecca stays home. Due to her fear, she does not attempt to escape. She claims Carlo’s threat to kill her is she tries to contact the police. In fact she reports this crime on the 18th of July, two weeks later, just shortly before Carlo departs for Italy. Now we question ourselves, did he flee out of the United States because of his guilt? “This is up to the Judge to decide” explains Bulgheroni. “Surely there is nothing to prove Ms. Whites version of the story.” Detective Reilly had searched her house on July 19th, and the only evidence found was a few plastic strips, that he confirms “not used” and they were free of Mr. Parlanti’s fingerprints. Concerning Rebecca’s health, Reilly states that he had spoken to her physician over the telephone, who had visited her on July 22nd and he lacks any evidence certifying possible physical damages. “Such contradictions”, continues Bulgheroni, “should have suggested the American Authority to carry out more extensive inquiries, not to put on the parody of a trial that might cost the life of an innocent man.”
Being the lawyer he is, Bulgheroni has no doubts. “The case is a joke: a mixture of sentimental resentments and investigative shabbiness.” No one had put into consideration that Mrs. White had just suffered a divorce, that she accused her previous husband with similar mistreatments and eventually attended a psychiatric clinic.” This, however was not his worst case, he was particularly revolted by what had happened to Carlo after his arrival to Italy in 2002. “With in seconds he had signed contracts with several European firms and found a position in CNG travel, an Irish company. He forgot about his break in the United States up until July 6th 2004, where he was arrested in Düsseldorf airport and taken back to the state prison. From that moment onwards, the Italian judges have made the most to make things worse.
This is a legal complaint, our penal code states that “Italian citizens, who commit a common crime punishable by at least 3 years in a foreign country, may be prosecuted and punished by penal law if they are located in an Italian territory.” Translated: in order to obtain Parlanti's extradition, an Italian attorney should have opened a legal file for him. "For this reason", says Bulgheroni, "the Italian consul of Colonia wrote in August 2004 a letter to our Justice Ministry and the Attorney of Milan, which explained the emergency. I, myself delivered a self-charge of my customer to the same attorney". In vain, according to our acting attorney, Brunella Sardoni (Who said to our magazine “I don’t need to justify myself for anything”), there has been a procedural hindrance; no formal charge has ever been made to the court by the victim. It’s not of any importance that it’d be preceded in the U.S.A. On the other hand, in Italy it is. 
Equally useless is the letter Sardoni wrote in agreement with her chief Manlio Manile, addressing the “American competing authorities” in which she asks “assistance in order to acquire ms. Rebecca Whites disposition and ask her whether she wants to formally charge Parlanti before the court for the facts occurred in the USA, being that a necessary condition for proceeding in Italy in case of sexual violence.”
A reply that merely confirms Mrs. White’s accusations and renews the American opposition of Carlo’s case being judged in Italy. In the meantime, the dispute between Milan and the ministry mutely bursts out. During April 2005 the Minister of justice, Roberto Castelli, puts his case into Augusta Iannini’s hands, the head chief of the Justice Affair Department where she seems to have found a solution; instead of opposing this crime of sexual violence, she proposes an aim at kidnapping. The Italian legal code allows a continuation of procedure by a sheer request of the Ministry. 
"A technically good proposal", comments Bulgheroni, "that unfortunately did not fully convince Ms. Sardoni, especially after the transferring some of the officers from Rome to Milan".

Bitter conclusion: on the 3rd of June 2005, Germany got rid of the annoyance by sending Mr. Parlanti to jail in Ventura, CA, as requested by the USA. Now his relatives can do nothing but wait for a trial. "Without much hope", confesses Carlo's mother helplessly, Nadia Pacini, "and without enough money to hire a decent lawyer".

On behalf of Carlo Parlanti, detective Richard Lee investigated in 2001 his case of accusation claimed by Carlo’s analyst Sandra Hollyngworth, another one of his affairs. 

In his report Mr. Lee writes that, according to Mrs. Rebecca White – the same woman, who now accuses Carlo Parlanti with sexual violence and kidnapping, says that "Carlo had always been a gentleman, kind and caring" and that he'd always treated her with "total respect".

There's more: Mr. Lee writes that "Mrs. White spontaneously deposed in Carlo's favour".  She supported him for a long time, in which, she repeatedly said that “I was happy with Carlo and my life with him in southern California was very happy".

Having that said, Mr. Lee adds that Rebecca White had a "problem with alcohol herself, when consumed huge quantities, it had caused her psychological diseases and made her unstable".

Such statements are going to play an important role in the trial that is about to take place in California. 
For further details: 
www.carloparlanti.it .

